A Jewish knight in Shining
Armour: when Rabbis were [FESlalasiia.
warriors.

When EHRS recruited its Rabbinic team we
did not question their military skills. Not so
for Rabbi Shmuel HaNagid of Granada in

Muslim Spain who was a Rabbi, a Talmudist a
war poet and a field marshal.
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Shmuel and his family left Cordoba at a time of war in 1013 and fled south to Malaga which was within the
realm of Granada where he set up a spice shop. He was very proficient in Arabic and calligraphy and the
legend tells it that he began to act as scribe to the vizier of Granada. He was an extraordinary poet in the
Arabic stvle
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INVITATION

I would lay down my life for the fawn
who, rising at night to the sound of
melodious harp and flute, saw a cup in
my hand and said: ‘Drink your grape’s
blood from between my lips.” And the
moon was like a C* inscribed in golden
ink upon the robes of night.

THE BEAUTIFUL BOY

I would lay down my life for that
gazelle (even though he betrayed me,
my heart still keeps his love) who said
to the rising moon: ‘You see my
radiant face, and yet you dare to show
yourself?’ And in the dark the moon
looked like an emerald in the palm of a
black girl.




Shmuel moves to Granada where, now as a scribe and tax collector to the court he backs the son, Badis, of the

now dead Berber King who succeeds him and is appointed a vizier himself in 1038. His title, HaNagid (the Prince)

was legendarily given to him by Hai Gaon, one of the last Geonim (Jewish rulers) of Babylonia. He publishes his

Mavo Ha Talmud, Introduction to the Talmud and purchases many manuscript Talmud copies in order to encourage
scholarship.

Handwritten Talmud page c1350, Mishnah page c1050



Shmuel HaNagid became a patron to many Jewish scholars and poets. He arranged the marriage of his own
son Joseph to the daughter of Rabbi Nissim Gaon of Kairouan, Tunisia




As vizier Shmuel HaNagid was General of the army of the King of Granada. Notably he defeated the armies of

Almeira when they attempted to invade and take over Granada. He was an active General in war after war for
nearly two decades.
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SHORT PRAYER IN TIME
OF BATTLE

... The battle [between the forces of
the Nagid and the army of Seville
under Isma’il ibn Abbad] flared up near
the Sengil river. It was then that he
composed these verses, which he recited
instead of the afternoon service on that

day.

See my distress today; listen to my
prayer, and answer it. Remember Your
promise’ to Your servant; do not
disappoint my hope. Can any hand do
me violence, when You are my hand
and my shelter? You once made me a
pledge and sent me good tidings with
Your angels. Now I am passing through
deep waters — lift me out of my terrors.
I am walking through searing fire -
snatch me from the flames. If I have
sinned — what am I, what are my sins?
I'am in danger, and cannot pray at
length. Give me my heart’s desire; oh,
hasten to my aid. If I am not deserving
in Your eyes — do it for the sake of my
son and my sacred learning.

t. In his childhood the Nagid had a vision, in which the archangels Michael and Gabriel brought him

God’s promise of protection.
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THE MOMENT

She said: ‘Rejoice, for God has brought
you to your fifticth year in the world!’
But she had no inkling that, for my
part, there is no difference at all
between my own days which have gone
by and the distant days of Noah in the
rumoured past. I have nothing in the
world but the hour in which I am: it
pauses for a moment, and then, like a
cloud, moves on,

IN THE RUINED CITADEL

I billeted a strong force overnight in a
citadel laid waste in former days by
other generals. There we slept upon its
back and flanks, while under us its
landlords slept. And I said to my heart:
Where are the many people who once
lived here? Where are the builders and
vandals, the rulers and paupers, the
slaves and masters? Where are the
begetters and the bereaved, the fathers
and the sons, the mourners and the
bridegrooms? And where are the many
people born after the others had died,
in days gone by, after other days and
years? Once they lodged upon the
carth; now they arc lodged within it.
They passed from their palaces to the
grave, from pleasant courts to dust.




Shmuel HaNagid died in 1056 at the age of 63, an extraordinarily influential man throughout the Sephardi
Jewish world. He intended for his son Joseph to take over his position from him and for a while that worked.
Joseph is also thought to have made his father’s poems widely available. Sadly Joseph did not have the respect
that his father had commanded and he was assassinated at the age of 31 and crucified on the gate of Granada.
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Foseph sbn Hisdas

HOMAGE TO SAMUEL THE
PRINCE

How did the lovely gazelle find such
courage and strength to wrap himself
in a veil of darkness as in a robe; to
tend the flocks of the stars; to wander
amid desert ruins, haunts of fear and
terror; to abandon his home for
horrors, the music of lutes for turmoil -
till he was caught in the nct of dreams,
and trapped in the snares of slumber?
And as he slept 1 plucked, with his
consent, that which he angrily refuses
me when awake. With the hand of
sweet sleep, he gave me the nectar of
his mouth to drink in ruby bowls. | lay
down, and on my breast were locks
flowing with myrrh over blushing
cheeks. My right hand embraced the
whitc moon, my lips kissed the warm
sun. Our bed was perfumed with
frankincense, our couch fragrant with
many spices. Oh, 1 revelled in my
vision until | awoke to find nothing but
an aroma that delights the spirit and a
trace of hiquid myrrh that revives the
soul — like the name of Rabbi Samuel,
the onc and only, the Prince, whose
fragrance fills the whole earth!
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