
A Jewish knight in Shining 
Armour: when Rabbis were 

warriors.

When EHRS recruited its Rabbinic team we 
did not question their military skills. Not so 
for Rabbi Shmuel HaNagid of Granada in 
Muslim Spain who was a Rabbi, a Talmudist a 
war poet and a field marshal.
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Alcazar of the Caliphs –
Mosque/Catherdral of Cordoba



Maimonides 1138-1204 – his father attended 
the Yeshiva that Shmuel HaNagid founded



Shmuel and his family left Cordoba at a time of war in 1013 and fled south to Malaga which was within the 
realm of Granada where he set up a spice shop.    He was very proficient in Arabic and calligraphy and the 
legend tells it that he began to act as scribe to the vizier of Granada.   He was an extraordinary poet in the 
Arabic style





Shmuel moves to Granada where, now as a scribe and tax collector to the court he backs the son, Badis, of the 
now dead Berber King who succeeds him and is appointed a vizier himself in 1038.  His title, HaNagid (the Prince) 
was legendarily given to him by Hai Gaon, one of the last Geonim (Jewish rulers) of Babylonia.    He publishes his 
Mavo Ha Talmud, Introduction to the Talmud and purchases many manuscript Talmud copies in order to encourage 
scholarship.

Handwritten Talmud page c1350, Mishnah page c1050



Shmuel HaNagid became a patron to many Jewish scholars and poets.   He arranged the marriage of his own 
son Joseph to the daughter of Rabbi Nissim Gaon of Kairouan, Tunisia



As vizier Shmuel HaNagid was General of the army of the King of Granada.   Notably he defeated the armies of 
Almeira when they attempted to invade and take over Granada.   He was an active General in war after war for 
nearly two decades.







Shmuel HaNagid died in 1056 at the age of 63, an extraordinarily influential man throughout the Sephardi 
Jewish world.    He intended for his son Joseph to take over his position from him and for a while that worked.    
Joseph is also thought to have made his father’s poems widely available.  Sadly Joseph did not have the respect 
that his father had commanded and he was assassinated at the age of 31 and crucified on the gate of Granada.


